Staying grltly not pretty, earns top marks

%
T
L+

Py | | |
-au "En

S’I;EVE RUELL/TOONTO STR
The conversion of 383 Adelaide St. E. rates an A.

Industrial site true
to its roots

Christopher Hume
Critic'sEye

Though long overlooked, the :
east end of downtown Toronto :

contains a rich supply of indus- :

trial architecture ideally suited :
for various forms of reuse, do- :
mestic, commercial and retail. :

Already a good number of old :
warehouses and factories have :

been cleaned up and turned into :

offices and lofts. The condo

boom has transformed whole :
stretches of King, Sherbourne :

and Adelaide Streets.

. Adelaide St. E., alargely utilitar- :
: ian four-storey structure that :
: has stood nearly invisible for de-
: cades. Though not exceptional,
! it was built with just enough de- :
: tailing and sense of proportion :
¢ to make it architecturally re-
. spectable. Built of red brick and :
: punctuated only by large rect- :
. angular windows, the front fa- :
: cade faces north onto Adelaide :
¢ just east of Sherbourne.

Windows are arranged hori-

sumes it is only a matter of time.

the overhanging roof.

Garage entrances are located
on the east wall, out of the way

: but easily accessible from a
: shortlaneway.

The west facade has not been
cleaned; the yellow brick re-

: mains stained gray with age. It

may not be pretty, but it is au-
thentic.

Add a few Juliet balconies to
the exterior and even this gritty

¢ industrial site seems warm and
: : romantic. Here is the city re-
: zontally, separated by masonry :
: shaftsthat extend the full height :
of the building. Though the thin :
strip of ground that runs be- : Grade: A
tween the building and the side- :

walk needs attention, one as- :

claimed without being pretti-
fied.

Christopher Hume is The Star's

: urbanissues reporter. In this

Best of all, the fifth-storey ad- :
dition on top actually manages :
to enhance the original slab. Itis :
: alow-slung pavilion under aflat :
: roof that reaches out almost to :
the edge of the building. The :
leftover space becomes a series :
. of decks, partially protected by :
One of the best projects is 383 : -

weekly feature, he rates the ap-
pearance of condos around town.
He can bereached at
chume@thestar.ca



